
17th National Inter-School Golf Championship 
Vanda/Dendro Course @ Orchid Country Club 

2 April 2018 to 4 April 2018 
 

The full texts of Local Rules referred to below can be found in the current edition of the Rules of Golf published by 
R&A Rules Ltd. Any disputes arising from interpretation shall be resolved by the appointed referee and his decision 
shall be final. 
 

LOCAL RULES 
 
The following Local Rules, together with any additions or amendments as published by the Rules Committee will 
apply. 
 

1. Score Card 
Any Local Rules listed on the club scorecard or posted at the host club are unofficial and have no status in 
the National Inter-School Golf Championship. 

 
2. Accidental Movement of a Ball on a Putting Green 

Rules 18-2 and 20-1 are modified as follows: 
 
When a player’s ball lies on the putting green, there is no penalty if the ball or ball-marker is accidentally moved by 
the player, his partner, or any of their caddies or equipment. 
 
The moved ball or ball-marker must be replaced as provided in Rules 18-2 and 20-1. 
 
This Local Rule applies only when the player’s ball or ball marker lies on the putting green and any movement is 
accidental. 
 
NOTE: If it is determined that a player’s ball on the putting green was moved as a result of wind, water or some other 
natural cause such as the effects of gravity, the ball must be played as it lies from its new location. A ball-marker 
moved in such circumstances is replaced. 

 
3. Out of Bounds (Rule 27) 

a) Beyond any perimeter fence or line of white stakes or adjoining white stakes defining the boundary of 
the course. 
 
NOTE: Where out of bounds is defined by white stakes or fence posts (excluding angled support), the 
out of bounds line is determined by the nearest inside points at ground level of such stakes or fence 
posts (excluding angled support) defines the boundary. A ball is out of bounds when all of it lies over 
such a line. 

 
4. Lateral Water Hazards (Rule 26) 

a) Lateral water hazards are defined by red stakes or red lines. 
b) Lateral water hazards include all open concrete drainage channels (including unmarked) other than 

those which are deemed to be part of the cart part. The margin of such lateral water hazards is defined 
by the water-side edge. 
 
NOTE: In case of any displaced or out-of-alignment red stakes, the margin of such lateral water hazards 
shall be defined by the natural limits of the hazard, i.e. where the ground breaks down to form the 
depression containing the water. 

 
5. Ground Under Repair (Rule 25-1) 

(a) Any area encircled by a white line. 
(b) Any area of damaged ground that is considered by a referee to be abnormal. 
(c) Seams of cut turf; the specimen Local Rules in the Rules of Golf is in effect – see page 145. 

 
 
 
 



6. Ground Under Repair; Play Prohibited 
Any area or flowerbed that is encircled by black rubber strips is ground under repair from which play is 
prohibited. The margin is determined by outer-limit of the black rubber strips. If a player’s ball lies in the 
area, or if it interferes with the player’s stance or the area of his intended swing, the player MUST take 
relief under Rule 25-1. 

 
7. Edging Grooves 

a) Groove in between the Apron and Through the Green 
The grooves around the fringes of the putting greens are ground under repair. However, interference 
by a groove with the player’s stance is deemed not to be, of itself, interference under Rule 25-1. If the 
ball lies in or touches the grove or the groove interferes with the area of intended swing, relief is 
available under Rule 25-1. 
 

b) Groove in between the Apron and Putting Green 
If a ball lies in or on an edging groove around the putting green, or if the groove interferes with the 
area of the player’s intended swing, the ball may, without penalty, be lifted, cleaned and placed in the 
nearest position to where it lay that is not nearer the hole and avoids interference by the condition, 
whether on or off the putting green. 

 
8. Embedded Ball 

Relief extended to “through the green”; the specimen Local Rule in the Rules of Golf is in effect – see page 
142. 

 
9. Immovable Obstructions (Rule 24-2) 

a) Decorative landscaped areas (flowerbeds/shrubberies and the like) surrounded by an obstruction are 
part of that obstruction. 

b) Drainage channels constructed with artificial materials which run adjacent and parallel to cart paths 
are deemed to be part of the cart path. 

c) Any ground under repair from which play is prohibited (see Clause 6 above) or the like that run adjacent 
and parallel to cart paths are deemed to be part of the cart path. 

d) Any area that is covered by gravel surrounding a rain shelter is deemed to be part of the rain shelter. 
e) Objects used to support or protect trees are immovable obstructions; the tree is not part of the 

obstruction. 
 

10. Protection of Young Trees 
Protection of young trees are identified by Orange stake. If such a tree interferes with a player’s stance or 
area of his intended swing, the ball must be lifted, without penalty, and dropped in accordance with the 
procedure prescribed in Rule 24-2b. The ball may be cleaned when lifted under this Local Rule. 
 
Exception: A player may not obtain relief under this Local Rule if (a) interference by anything other than 
such a tree makes the stroke clearly impracticable or (b) interference by such a tree would occur only 
through the use of a clearly unreasonable stroke or an unnecessarily abnormal stance, swing or direction 
of play. 

 
11. Stones in Bunkers 

Stones in bunkers are movable obstructions (Rule 24-1 applies). 
 

12. Integral Parts of the Course 
(a) Wrappings, wires, cables or other objects when closely attached to trees or other permanent objects. 
(b) Artificial retaining walls or pilings when located within water hazards (including lateral water hazards). 
(c) Landscaped garden or any landscaping areas. 

 
13. Turf Plugs on Putting Greens 

On any putting green, turf plugs of any size have the same status as old hole plugs and may be repaired 
under Rule 16-1c. 
 
 
 



14. The Exception to Rule 6-6d is modified as follows: 
If a competitor returns a score for any hole lower than actually taken due to failure to include one or more penalty 
strokes that, before returning his score card, he did not know he had incurred, he is not disqualified. In such 
circumstances, the competitor incurs the penalty prescribed by the applicable Rule, but there is no additional penalty 
for a breach of Rule 6-6d. This Exception does not apply when the applicable penalty is disqualification from the 
competition. 

 
15. Rules Committee 

i. Tournament Director  - Mr Raymond Tan (Mobile: 9183-0009) 
ii. Senior Referee   - Mr Paul Giovanni (Mobile: 9186-0666) 
iii. Senior Referee   - Mr Bernard Lau (Mobile: 9007-2266) 
iv. Senior Referee   - Ms Helena Ong (Mobile: 9622-7306) 

 
Unless otherwise specified, the penalty for breach of a Local Rule is: 

Stroke Play – Two Strokes 


